28 OCTOBER, 2022 • TERM 4 WEEK 4

CARRANBALLAC P-9 COLLEGE
Newsletter

TERM 4 CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Mon 31 Oct

Curriculum Day
Students do not attend school on this day

Tues 1 Nov

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Wed 2 Nov - Fri 11 Nov

BW & JW Foundation Swimming Program

Wed 9 Nov - Fri 11 Nov

BW & JW Year 5 Goldfields Camp

Mon 21 Nov- Wed 23 Nov

BW & JW Year 6 Camp Sunnystones

Fri 9 Dec

Carols Evening

Wed 14 Dec

Year 6 Graduation

(03) 9395 3533
carranballac.p9@
education.vic.gov.au

Boardwalk Campus
Cnr Dunnings Rd &
Foxwood Dr, Point Cook

Jamieson Way Campus
Cnr Jamieson Way &
La Rochelle Blvd,
Point Cook

VISION:

Wed 14 & Thurs 15 Dec

BW & JW Year 7 & 8 Lifesaving Education

Thurs 15 Dec

Year 9 Graduation

Mon 19 Dec

Last Day of School
3pm dismissal

Tues 20 Dec

Pupil Free Day
Students do not attend school on this day

One College,
Infinite Possibilities,
Working Together,
Embracing the Future

MISSION:

Our College fosters
excellence in life long
learners who are
resilient, connected and
respectful

PRINCIPALS'
REPORT
MERRIDY PATTERSON, STEVEN MONTGOMERY
& JUSTINE RYAN

It has certainly been a busy few weeks across
the college with students focussed on a
successful Term 4 in preparation for entering
their 2023 year levels.

Our Grade 1 students have been developing their skills in Persuasive Writing. Below you will find some
examples of their work from Isla, Jackson, Vihaan, Isabel and Eloise.

In Grade 5 students have completed a Science unit on Natural Disasters- we have samples from two
students: The 1906 Earthquake of San Francisco completed by Denzel in 5A and the Tri-State Tornado by
Sadie and Isabella in 5B.

Resilience

Integrity

Inclusiveness

Respect
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Responsibility

As well as our core business of learning and teaching, there have been a number of events to
celebrate.
Our Jamieson Way Year 1 and 2 students have completed their swimming program and must
be congratulated for the way they have gone about their business. In addition to learning
important swimming skills these programs offer an opportunity for the students to build
independence and organisational skills. Thanks to the staff for their preparation and
supervision.
Last week our Years 3 to 6 students participated in the school sports carnival. We had a
beautiful day for it (which did offer hay fever in abundance!) but the students ran, threw,
and jumped their way throughout the day and had a wonderful time. Once again, our PE
department had everything very well organised. Thanks to the community for their support.
It was lovely to see families in attendance.
Last week we welcomed several families to the college at the weekend! We had an
enthusiastic group of volunteers who attended our working bees at both campuses. The
heavy rain did not deter this group as most of the work was inside. Our focus was to do
further preparation of our wellbeing rooms and the tea and biscuits, after an industrious
morning, were welcome.
In the next few weeks, we will be turning our attention to our transition programs as we
prepare to welcome our future students. We’ve had visits from our Jamieson Way
kindergarten students who had a wonderful time with our current Foundations in the library.
Communication regarding the full transition program will be sent to families very soon.
Last night we hosted an information evening for our future Year 7s. Thanks to Mr Watson and
the secondary staff for their work.
As we head towards the middle of term it is timely to remind you that teachers will be doing
end of year assessments across all subjects. This gathering of evidence allows them to write
the end of year report. We urge all families to ensure their child is at school on time every
day. Time is always precious at the end of the year and those ten minutes at the beginning of
the day are crucial in settling in the students for a successful day of learning.

THE TEXTILES ROOM NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

Do you have any old bath/beach or tea towels stained
with bleach or ready for the bin? If so, please donate to
the Textiles/Art room at Jamieson Way. We are currently
doing tie dying and need towels to protect our benches
and to clean up spills. If you can help out please drop off
any donations to the Jamieson Way office
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BUILDING OUR 2023 CLASSES - LEARNING BUDDIES
We will shortly begin the task of carefully placing students into their class groups for next year.
At this stage we anticipate that the grade structure will be similar to this year.
In the coming weeks all students will be asked to nominate 5 learning buddies that they would
like to be with in 2023. Learning buddies have been identified as those students within the
classroom who support each other’s learning; they may help you when you are working on an
activity so that you have a better understanding, or they may give you some ideas for how you
may enhance your work as well as being someone that you interact well with during group
activities. During discussions in the classroom, we emphasise that learning buddies may be
different to the students who you consider to be your close friends, as sometimes our good
friends can distract us from our learning.
Please take a moment this weekend to talk through your child’s learning buddy choices and
provide some appropriate advice before the nominations are made next week.
As we begin to draft our new classes for 2023, there are several factors that will be carefully
considered. In each new class, teachers will aim to ensure that there is a balance of academic
capabilities, social competencies, behavioural traits & additional needs, so that the classes at
each level have a similar profile. In addition to these factors, our teachers also take into
account each child’s nominated learning buddies to ensure that every child is matched to at
least one of their nominated learning buddies. (Please note that the learning buddies are not
listed in any preferential order and it is explained to all students that they could be placed with
any one of these 5 nominated buddies). As you can appreciate this is a very complex
undertaking.
To this end, please be assured that all of these factors are carefully considered. Like you, we
want to ensure that we establish the best learning opportunities for all of our students in 2023
(particularly in light of the disruptions over the last several years as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic). Given the rigour in this process, we ask that parents refrain from requesting
friendship groupings and teacher preferences, unless there are extenuating circumstances (past
or present) that we may not be aware of which may potentially impact on a child’s placement.
If you believe that extenuating circumstances exist in regards to your child’s placement in 2023
in addition to what your class teacher can provide it must be in writing to Merridy Patterson,
Steven Montgomery or Justine Ryan by Friday 4th November. These requests can be sent to us
via

the

email

Compass

link

or

through

the

school

email

address

carranballac.p9@education.vic.gov.au . The school’s leadership team will carefully consider this
parent input before finalising all future student placements for next year. Late requests will not
be considered.
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IMPACT OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF ABSENCES
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT & WELLBEING TEAM
We follow on from our COMPASS post on Wednesday to take a closer look at the impact that different types of
absences have on student achievement in this article.
Student absences can be divided into two main categories: authorised and unauthorised. Authorised absences
are those with parent-approved explanations that the school finds acceptable. Examples of authorised absences
include illness, medical appointments, religious and cultural activities, school suspensions or bereavement.
Unauthorised absences, on the other hand, are those in which the school does not receive an explanation, or the
school deems the explanation given to be unacceptable (e.g., truancy).
The two types of absence are not equal when it comes to student outcomes – unauthorised absences are
generally linked with greater declines in student achievement. One study has found that a student can have up to
40 authorised full-day absences per year with none unauthorised, and still perform better than a student with up
to 10 unauthorised full-day absences per year (Hancock et al. 2013).
It is possible that authorised absences have less impact on
academic achievement because students that are absent
for these approved reasons are provided with the
appropriate assistance to ‘catch up’ to their peers while
they are away or once they return to school.
Carranballac has already begun working closely with the
families we’ve identified as needing support with student
attendance and will continue to prioritise this across the
whole community.
If you feel that getting your child or children to school is something that you would like assistance with, please reach out
to your child’s teacher or to the school office. We would be glad to support wherever possible.
Sources:
Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership, Spotlight: Attendance Matters
Hancock, K. J., Shepherd, C. C. J., Lawrence, D., & Zubrick, S. R. (2013). Student attendance and educational outcomes:
Every day counts. Report for the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, Canberra. https://doi.
org/10.13140/2.1.4956.6728
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PE/ SPORT
NEWS
CARRANBALLAC COLLEGE
SPORT STAR!
Congratulations to Macy P who won the Discus at the
School Sport Victoria Western Metropolitan Regional
Championships held on Tuesday 18 October at the Keilor
Park Athletics Track. Macy threw 23.01m. This was a
fabulous effort considering she was the smallest in the
field, as well as being a 9-year-old student competing in
the with the 9/10 age group. Macy now qualifies to
attend the SSV State Track and Field Championships
being held on 2 November at Albert Park. She also did
well in Long Jump coming 4th with a distance of 3.34m.

YEAR 3-6 ATHLETICS
CARNIVAL
Wow! What a wonderful day of fun athletics competition was had by all
the Year 3-6 students at both Boardwalk and Jamieson Way. It turned
out to be a magnificent sunny day on the Point Cook oval, where
students had the opportunity to participate in a variety of traditional
and modified events. Thank you immensely to all the Year 8 and 9
Student Leaders who assisted staff members with organising all the
events. It was very fulfilling to observe all the happy faces! The overall
HOUSE TEAM RESULTS were as follows:
1ST

GOLDEN WATTLE (YELLOW) 1109 POINTS

2ND

CHEETHAM (GREEN)

1092 POINTS

3RD

SEA EAGLES (BLUE)

996 POINTS

4TH

RAAF (RED)

954 POINTS

Grandparents &
SpecialFriends
MORNING

Thank you to all who attended the morning!

2022

memories

Supporting your child’s wellbeing at home
As parents and carers, you’re already doing lots of things to support your child’s
mental health and wellbeing. You can continue to protect your child’s mental
health and wellbeing by developing and promoting:
• healthy sleeping habits
• healthy eating habits
• physical activity
• strong and nurturing relationships
• positive self-talk and providing praise, encouragement
• mindfulness, kindness and gratitude
• social and emotional skills
• help seeking.
For a range of videos and articles backed by Australian experts on how to
support your child’s mental health, visit Raising Children Network.
Apps
Find practical parenting tips on boosting your child’s mental and wellbeing, plus
answers to key questions on when, why and how to seek support at the raising
a healthy mind app.
Parenting support
All parents and carers need support to build confidence and skills or to discuss
specific concerns.
Online and phone support
Confidential, anonymous counselling and support for parents and carers of
children of all ages. Call 13 22 89 or visit Parentline.
Resources and advice on supporting your child’s mental health and links to
24/7 phone support line for children and teens at Kids Helpline - parents.

Free parent coaching service at One on One Support.
Free specialist LGBTIQ+ helpline with information, support, and referrals for all
LGBTIQ+ Victorians, their friends and family at Rainbow Door.
Parents and carers of transgender and gender diverse children can get peer
support, information, referrals and connections at Parents of Gender
Diverse Children.

Transcend provides peer support, information, advocacy and connections to
parents and carers of transgender and gender diverse children.
Parenting programs
Triple P- Positive Parenting Program is an evidence-based toolbox for raising
happy and confident children and teens. All families in Victoria can do free
Triple P programs to help support every child’s emotional wellbeing and every
family’s mental health.
For help gaining the skills and confidence to support your child's development,
visit Regional Parenting Services.
If you have a child with a disability or developmental delay, get support at
the Strengthening Parent Support Program.
More information on Victorian Government Services for parents and carers

Promoting mental health and wellbeing at home | Victorian Government (www.vic.gov.au)

