
   Term 1 Calendar 
Mon 16 March - Fri 20 March : Harmony Week

Friday 27 March : Last Day of Term 1 - 2pm Early Dismissal

Term 2 Calendar
Tuesday 14 April : First Day of Term 2 - 8:45am Start

Please note that dates are correct at the time of printing. Changes may occur after 
printing.   For most up to date information see Compass School Manager.
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EXCELLENCE IN LIFE 
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Pictured: 8A.  In preparation for harmony week, the Year 6, 7 and 8 Boardwalk students 
created Australian Indigenous paintings on stones during Art class last week. Each student’s 
stone will form part of an installation next week.  See inside the Newsletter for the finished 
piece of art.

mailto:carranballac.p9%40edumail.vic.gov.au%20?subject=
http://www.carranballac.vic.edu.au


A REFLECTION FROM COLLEGE DIRECTOR, 
BRENDAN O’BRIEN, ON THE EVENTS OF THE LAST 
FORTNIGHT AT CARRANBALLAC P-9 COLLEGE.

Dear parents and members of the Carranballac 
community,

We are certainly immersed in interesting times. 
Given all that is happening around us at present 
I can say with great confidence that our staff, 
students and the community have been incredibly 
positive and understanding; in fact, nothing short 
of amazing. We will continue to follow explicit 
Department of Education and Training (DET) advice 
which is backed by the Chief Medical officers’ of the 
State of Victoria and the Nation of Australia. 

We will shortly be releasing a COMPASS push out to 
all families providing you with advice and direction 
on a ‘work from home’ set of guidelines. These 
guidelines will support families who have chosen to 
remain in their homes and wish to continue learning 
for their children. The guidelines will also make 
provision for families should our College experience 
an order to close. The plan is sectioned into Primary 
and Secondary and has been tailored for each year 
level or Secondary Key Learning Area (KLA). 

It will be set for a period of five day intervals and 
can be updated as required by our staff. IF our 
College were to be closed, your children’s teacher 
will be available between the hours of 9am and 3pm 
on a school day basis to be contacted through the 
College Office 365 email system. 

In the next 24 hours you will be provided with all of 
the necessary details as to how to access the ‘work 
from home’ guidelines and how to contact your 
teacher via email. 

There have been a few mutterings about the lack 
of soap and hand sanitizer at the College. Let me 
assure you we have been endeavouring to access 
these supplies on a daily basis for some time. Our 
facilities staff check daily all of the essential soap 
and sanitizer supplies to ensure they are well 
stocked. We have just requested additional cleaning 
from our Cleaning Services provider which will  
hopefully come into effect shortly. We are doing our 
best to explore every option available.

Wyndham City Council 
has advised us that 
they are experiencing 
difficulties supplying 
crossing supervisors from time to time. They have 
indicated to us that we will be notified early if this is 
the case for one of our crossings. In the meantime 
staff will be reviewing crossing safety with students 
and I would request that families do the same at 
home please.

This will be my final Director’s report at the College. 
I have enjoyed the position of Director immensely; 
felt warmly welcomed by the community, strongly 
supported by staff and especially been privileged 
to work with an evolving leadership team that will 
stand the College in good stead as it moves forward.

 I am delighted to inform you that Ms Ros Myors will 
be the Acting Director of the College for all of term 
2, whilst the School Council undertakes a further 
Principal selection process. I know you will receive 
continued high level professional leadership under 
her guidance. 

On reflection there are too many positives to list; 
that which does come to mind about the College is 
the way it has transformed over the last five years. 
I am extremely proud of everyone’s achievements 
in stamping Carranballac P-9 College as a College 
of Choice now. This has been the result of a unified 
approach from all sectors within the College. 

We all now firmly believe in ‘One College, Infinite 
possibilities’ 

Best wishes for a bright future.

Farewell



Dear Parents,

Although it seems so long ago, we trust that our families 
enjoyed the long weekend break. It’s amazing to think 
that we are just two weeks away from finishing term 1.  

The last two weeks have been very settled despite 
the obvious challenges and we want to thank staff for 
their continued hard work in providing a settle learning 
environment. 

Since the last newsletter we have had two major camps 
take place.  Our Year 4s went off to Arribri Lodge in 
Warburton and our Year 7s headed off to Billabong 
Ranch, Echuca. Reports are that it was a very positive 
experience for all concerned.  We’d like to thank the 
staff who work feverishly behind the scenes and then at 
camp to ensure all students involved are safe and happy.  
We believe camps are so important in the development 
of social skills as well as building resilience in our 
students.  We thank our community for supporting our 
comprehensive camping program and encourage families 
that haven’t been involved to consider the next camps as 
the first one for their children.

We have also had a number of sporting activities occur 
as well and would like to congratulate our secondary 
summer sports teams who participated in district 
sporting competitions.  We had a large number of 
students involved in a range of sports. Our after school 
and in school training has been a big success with 
the students taking up the opportunity to build their 
skills and get to know their team mates. We would 
also like to congratulate a number of swimmers who 
have progressed through to the western metropolitan 
completion.  This is a fine achievement and we are 
so pleased that the students carried the name of 
Carranballac P-9 College with pride. 

You may well have noticed a fair bit of bunting around 
the place as our staff dress the college in preparation 
for our Harmony Week.  Our cultural diversity at 
Carranballac (over 63 cultural backgrounds are 
represented) is something we embrace and celebrate. 
This week students have been engaging in daily activities 
and although we had to cancel some events, they are still 
enjoying the rich discussions and classroom activities.  
We thank them and families for supporting our dress up 
day.  They looked spectacular!

To parents and carers:

You make a difference to your children’s reading journey. 
Your role as an advocate for your children’s reading 
success cannot be overestimated. It has a direct impact 
on the ease and confidence with which they pursue their 
reading and writing. 

It is the joy and love of sharing a good book on a nightly 
basis that sets the foundation for their reading success, 
and ensures that reading is given the priority it deserves. 
Reading regularly with someone who cares is the 
inspiration that all readers deserve. 

As parents and carers, you create the home context 
for reading and set the tone for how reading is valued. 
Fear, anxiety, stress and humiliation have no place in the 
reading experience. The ‘payoff’ for reading together has 
to be worth coming back to night after night after night. 
When reading together is the best time of your children’s 
day and the best time of your day, it is worth turning up. 
The right book infused with fun, laughter, and love goes a 
long way in creating life-long readers who in thirty years’ 
time recall with joy being snuggled on the lounge with 
you and their favourite book. 

We are very aware that corona virus is a big talking point.  
As we are part of the government system, we will await 
advice and direction from the department.  Rest assured 
you will hear of any developments as soon as we do. 
What can be done is to talk to your families about the 
issues in a calm and measured way and take accepted 
precautions around public health. 

A REFLECTION FROM JAMIESON WAY 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, STEVEN MONTGOMERY  
AND BOARDWALK PRINCIPAL, ROS MYORS, 
ON THE EVENTS OF THE LAST FORTNIGHT 
AT CARRANBALLAC P-9 COLLEGE.



‘Harmony Week, Everyone Belongs’ was a wonderful way to 
celebrate our students and all that they bring to our College. 
Granted we had to alter our program under special circumstances, 
but wasn’t it lovely to be greeted each day by pretty orange flags 
and an abundance of colourful artwork. 

Harmony Week depicts the sharing of ideas about ourselves and 
our cultures and the encouragement of mutual respect between us 
all which we certainly experienced this week.

Supported by our fabulous teachers, the students have participated 
in an amazing variety of activities. During these activities the 
students learnt about the meaning of Harmony Week and they 
have happily shared with peers their special traditions and 
interests belonging to their culture. Students created Colourful 
and Inspirational Rainbow Serpents made with their buddies, 
Indigenous Rock Paintings and artwork, colourful flags decorating 
each campus and classroom with  information and facts about their 
family traditions, student lead Powerpoint presentations by our EAL 
students, painted pots associated with Diwali happily displayed at 
the offices. These activities are to name a few.

A big thank you to all involved, especially to Sam Burke who 
tirelessly made the colourful orange buntings adorning our office 
and corridor areas and to our maintenance team for also decorating 
the College.

On behalf of the Harmony Week team enjoy the positive 
discussions related to this wonderful week of celebrations.





MUSIC MATTERS | MIK WEIR

Year 9 Music Industry Elective and the 
Senior Rock Band

These bands performed two weeks ago for a 
selection of students and again last week at 
lunchtime. For the majority of students, this was 
their first public performance in a band! While all 
admitted to being nervous, it was overwhelming a 
positive experience for these young musicians. 

Wakakirri
Grade 6 students at both of our campuses have been 
working together on our Wakakirri story concept for 
2020. In the last week of term, we’ll be asking students 
to decide if they are going to commit to the Wakakirri 
experience, or take an alternative drama course. The 
work is generally done in school learning and costs 
to families have been minimal for the past few years; 
basically covering food and the bus on the night of the 

show. The Wakakirri 
show will be on the 
either August 24, 26 
or 28, which is in third 
term.

Carranballac Musical Equipment for sale
The following items are no longer needed as part of 
our music program. They can be purchased by first 
contacting myself at to arrange inspection or pick 
up. Payments are made at our Boardwalk office. 
Please be sure you have looked the item up on line 
in order to understand what it is and its capabilities.

• 2 Power Pro HA4700 4 channel headphone 
amplifier $100 each

• 1 Power Pro MDX1600 Processor $75

• 2 Line 6 FBV Pedal board $175 each

• 1 Behringher V tone GM08 amplifier $30

• 2 DBX2231 Graphic Equaliser / Limiter $250 each

• 1 Lexicon MX200 Reverb and FX unit $200

• 1 pair of Rocket 8 Studio Monitors (functioning, 
but need replacement bass cones on both) $50

• 1 Boss BDB30 Pedalboard case $35 each

• 1 Hiwatt amp (needs repair, not currently 
working) $10

CLICK HERE TO ENQUIRE 
ON MUSIC EQUIPMENT 

PURCHASES

mailto:weir.mik%40carranballac.vic.edu.au?subject=Music%20Equipment%20Purchase
mailto:weir.mik%40carranballac.vic.edu.au?subject=Purchase%20Enquiry%20-%20Carranballac%20Music%20Equipment


Our BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) ICT 
Program encourages families with students 
in Years 5 to 6, and expects students in 
Year 7 - 9 to provide their own personal 
laptop devices they can use at home and at 
school. 

When making this decision we strongly 
recommend the device meets the following 
specifications:

Processor: Intel i3 (minimum) 
RAM: 4GB RAM (minimum) 
Hard Drive: 128 GB (SSD encouraged) 
Display Size: 11” minimum 
Operating System: Windows (Windows Pro 
would be preferable but not necessary) 
Battery Life: Minimum 6 hrs (students 
must leave chargers at home, and cannot 
charge laptops at school)

It is advisable that families steer away 
from Chromebooks, as these devices are 
not compatible with Microsoft Office 
suite of programs.  iPads are a great tool, 
however students also experience reduced 
capability.

Carranballac P-9 College supplies Students 
in Years 5-9 and all Classroom Teachers 
with free access to the Microsoft Office 

365 Suite including OneDrive (online cloud 
storage). You will not need to purchase this 
software with your computer.

Students will be encouraged to bring 
their laptop devices to school each day to 
support their learning in the classroom. 
When bringing the device to school for the 
first time, our technicians will connect 
them to our Department of Education 
Wireless Internet service. Students will 
be required to sign an ICT Acceptable 
Use Agreement in line with College 
expectations, with Parents reading and 
signing the document to support students 
and the College.

Having access to their own computers at 
all times will enable students to continue 
to work on learning tasks and complete 
homework tasks at home.

Monitored ICT devices are valuable tools 
that provide useful skills to support class 
work, research curriculum resources 
and enable teachers to track classroom 
progress through Compass. This will 
also prepare our students for the digital 
landscape ahead of them.

Student Laptops and BYOD
BRING 

YOUR 
OWN 
DEVICE

Families with students in Year 5 & 6 are encouraged to 
provide their own personal laptop device. 

In Yr 7, 8 & 9 it is expected that students have their 
own Laptop to benefit school work in the classroom 
and at home.  Students receive free access to the 
Microsoft Office Suite, and WIFI access at school for 

class work and research.



 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2019, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2020 or you 
did not apply in 2019. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2020. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

 
 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


Welcome to Scholastic Book Club for 2020!
Did you know 91% of kids are more likely to finish books they choose themselves?

This year our school will be participating in Scholastic Book Club. Once a term during the school year a Club 
catalogue will be sent home with a wide variety of books offered. The Book Club catalogues provide quality, age 

appropriate selections from which children can select their own books. 

All books offered are carefully reviewed and levelled by a team of experts to appeal to a wide range of abilities and 
interests. All purchases made through Book Club generate rewards for our school, so we can continue to provide 

quality educational material to your children however there is never any obligation to order.

Children improve their reading skills by READING so providing quality books they will WANT to read is a priority. 
Orders will be processed both online with instructions sent home with your child’s first book club.  Orders will be 
due in online approximately two weeks after the catalogues are taken home. Check the flyer that is provided with 

the catalogue for the exact date. We hope you enjoy developing your children’s home library whilst supporting our 
school.

Place your order from current and previous Scholastic Book Club Issues  
at www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP 


 

Carranballac College Jamieson Way

Monday, 30th March to Friday, 10th April 2020

 NOTICENOTICE - ALLERGY - Please ensure all food is nut free  
 

 

 

 

 
Building Brighter Futures TogetherBuilding Brighter Futures Together

Monday 30 March

Tuesday 31 March

Wednesday 01 April

Thursday 02 April

Friday 03 April

SPORTS CARNIVAL

STAR FOR A DAY

ANIMAL CRACKERS

PYJAMA PARTY

ABSTRACT ART

IN-SERVICE

Come dressed in your favourite team’s colours
and get ready for an active day competing in
challenges and playing team games!

Team sports is the name of the game.  Come
dressed in your favourite team colours and
don't forget your hats!

 + $14.00

INCURSION - DRAMA & CRAFT - A PUPPETRY
EXPERIENCE

Watch the puppets come to life as we have fun
exploring different types of puppets. This is a
'hands - on' activity that concludes with the
children making their own take home puppet.

 + $35.00

EXCURSION - BALLARAT WILDLIFE PARK

Today we will tour the Ballarat Wildlife Park

Please arrive by 8.30amPlease arrive by 8.30am

IN-SERVICE

Come dressed in your Onesie or Pyjamas today
as we jump around and play party games! 

Being a kid is hard work! Let's take a day off
and lounge like Bluetongue Lizards... 

 + $23.00

INCURSION - AIRBRUSH WORKSHOP

Learn the art of airbrushing and airbrush your
very own piece to take home.

Monday 06 April

Tuesday 07 April

Wednesday 08 April

Thursday 09 April

Friday 10 April

INCREDIBLE INDIA

CLOWNING AROUND

HAWAIIAN LUAU

I'M A SURVIVOR

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

IN-SERVICE

Today we'll journey to the mystical world of
India to explore one of the world's most
exciting, vibrant and colourful cultures! 

Come in traditional Indian dress or have fun
dressing up in ours - henna tattooing will be on
offer.

 + $35.00

EXCURSION - CARNIVAL DAY AT SEABROOK

We have a jam-packed day of fun sporting
competitions, meeting furry farmyard friends
and many more exciting games planned for
you, so get ready for non-stop fun!

Arrive by 8.30amArrive by 8.30am

 + $18.00

INCURSION - TERRARIUM WITH LOTS A
SCENTS

Create your very own living plant Terrarium.
Layer up the soil and stones before you choose
your special plant and decoration to add to the
Terrarium.

 + $23.00

INCURSION - MAZE RUNNER

Children work together on 4 very different
challenges using communication, strategy,
planning and time management to unveil a
clue which ultimately helps them to crack the
master lock code while having lots of fun!

SERVICE CLOSED

Mon - Fri 6:50am - 6:00pm
Carranballac College Jamieson Way - 0437 102 338 
85 Jamieson Way Point Cook VIC 3030

Daily price: $53.60 | Excursions and incursions are an

additional cost to the daily fee and are charged for each

child that attends whether they choose to participate or not.

Book now at oshclub.com.au | be quick as places are limited Customer Service 1300 395 735



Hobsons Bay Division Year 8 Tennis 
Competition

The year 8 Tennis Competition Day proved 
to be a lot of fun last Thursday 12 March at 
Bayside Williamstown Secondary College. 
The students really represented Carranballac 
College with pride, demonstrating respectful 
behaviour towards their opponents and 
staff officials. Kai and Suravi did an excellent 
job playing the number one seed position 
for both teams. Alan and Maddy achieved 
success on the day winning some sets. 
Thank you immensely to Ms O’Brien and 
Mr Wakeling who have been dedicated 
in training the students after school each 
Monday.

Hobsons Bay Division Year 8 Volleyball 
Competition

Congratulations to both the Year 8 Boys 
and Girls Volleyball teams who both came 
runners up overall in their competitions. 
Practice has certainly improved their 
performance as teams have been training 

during lunch time and after school each 
week. Than you to the huge crew of coaches 

involved in helping the students 
improve their skills and rule knowledge: 
Ms Robinson, Ms Chambers, Mr Ward, 
Mr Todevski, Ms Trajkovska, Mr Butler, 
Ms Wahba and Mr Montgomery. 

Point Cook District and Hobsons Bay 
Division Primary Swimming Competitions

 We are really proud of our Year 3-6 students 
who participated at the Point Cook District 
Swimming Carnival, including those ‘Super 
Fish’ who then qualified to participate at 
the next round ; the Hobsons Bay Division 
Swimming Championships! A fantastic 
effort by everyone, especially Georgia and 
charlotte who both qualified for WMR 
Swimming Championships in both their 
Freestyle and Breaststroke events. It was a 
great team effort from the 12/13 Year old 
boys who placed 4th overall in the 4x 50m 
freestyle relay team event.

Hobsons Bay Secondary Swimming 
Carnival

Well done to our small but dedicated team 
of secondary students who attended the 
Hobsons Bay Secondary Swimming Carnival 
on Tuesday 3rd March. The following 
results were achieved: Dru – 13 Year Boys; 
9th 50m Breaststroke (57.30 Sec), 9th 50m 
Freestyle (42.08 sec); (Brodie – 15 Year 

PE & SPORT  NEWS | CAROLYN HUELL



Term 1 Treetop Savers rewards
When your child makes 10 deposits with School Banking, 
they can redeem one of our Treetop Savers rewards.  
Term 1 rewards are available now, while stocks last.

Terry Denton’s 
Activity Book

Mini 
Soccer Ball

School Banking newsletter.
CommBank Bushfire Support
In light of the recent devastating bushfires, we want to share how we can help. Applications 
are now open for Bushfire Recovery Grants to help rebuild community facilities, schools, fire 
brigades and replace lost or damaged equipment. Please encourage your local community 
groups to apply by 31 March 2020, for grants of up to $50,000. If you’re a CommBank  
customer and you’ve been affected, we can also give you a hand with your finances.  
commbank.com.au/bushfirerecovery

Term 1 update.

Any questions about the School Banking program? Ask your School Banking Co-ordinator for a 
parent’s pack or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

*Parents of Australian primary school children, School Banking Research, conducted by Fiftyfive5, May-June 2018.  
Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124

Answer: Activity 1: $18. Activity 2: 10 Frogs and 11  Butterflies

2020 Treetop Savers Adventure.
This year, the Dollarmites (Pru, Addy, Spen, Lucas 
and Pat) are ready to take children on a Treetop 
Savers adventure to the enchanted Treehouse of 
Savings. Here they’ll discover lots of fun financial 
activities and rewards for saving. 

Many surveyed parents think it’s important to make 
learning about money engaging and to reward good 
saving behaviour*. And this year, we’re changing 
our School Banking rewards for the better. We’re 
introducing new eco-friendly and reusable rewards, 
alongside other rewards that encourage creativity,  
as well as indoor and outdoor play.

Activity 1: Add up Addy’s pocket money

Addy gets $2 pocket money every time she 
does a job in the Treehouse of Savings. If she 
does 9 jobs, how much will she have earned?

A: $______.

Activity 2: Find and count how many frogs 
and butterflies you can see

A: ______ Frogs and ______ Butterflies.

Boys 1st 50m Breaststroke (37.61 sec), 1st 100 Freestyle (1:04.04 min), 1st 50m Freestyle 
(28.20 sec), 1st 50m Backstroke (33.49 sec); Lily – 14 Year Girls 3rd 50m Freestyle (48.86 
sec), 4th 50m Backstroke (53.74 sec).

It was a fabulous effort by Brodie who won all of his races and has also qualified to 
participate in the WMR Secondary Swimming Carnival. Dates of 
both Primary and Secondary WMR Swimming Carnivals still to 
be advised by School Sport Victoria.

The Parents & Friends of Carranballac College regret to inform that the County Fair 
advertised for Saturday 18th April has been cancelled. Due to a number of contributing 
factors and community concerns regarding the Corona virus, this event will be 
postponed until a later date and hope that you can join us then.

Notice from CommBank School Banking The health, safety and wellbeing of our 

communities and our people is our first priority. 

Due to the rapidly developing situation with corona 

virus, School Banking has been temporarily paused 

from 20 March 2020 until the start of Term 2. 

Please don’t bring your deposit book with your 

weekly banking into school and we will notify you 

when banking will recommence. 


