
   Term 1 Calendar 
Friday 21 February :

:
:

Yr 9 Outdoor Ed Rock Climbing Excursion 
Yr 9 MBTM VU Fitness Centre Excursion
Primary Assembly

Monday 24 February : Jamieson Way School Photo Day, including Class 
Groups, Individual Photos & Sibling Photos

Tuesday 25 February : Boardwalk School Photo Day, including  Class 
Groups, Individual Photos & Sibling Photos

Wednesday 26 February : School Photo Day (JW & BW) Year 9 Graduating 
Group, Miscellanious School Groups, Absentee 
Individual Photos

Thursday 27 February : Yr 7 Immunisation Day

Friday 28 February :
:
:

Yr 9 Summer Sport Competition Day
Yr 9 MBTM VU Fitness Centre Excursion
Yr 9 MBTM Conduit Martial Arts Incursion

Tuesday 3 March : Point Cook Primary Swimming Carnival

Tues 3 March - Fri 13 March : Yr 1 & 2 (JW) Swimming Program

Wed 4 March - Fri 6 March : Year 4 Camp, Arribri Lodge Warburton

Thursday 5 March : Hobsons Bay Secondary Swimming Carnival

Friday 6 March :
:
:

Yr 9 MBTM VU Fitness Centre Excursion
Yr 9 Challenge Yourself Escape Room Excursion
Primary Assembly

Monday 9 March : Labour Day Public Holiday

Wed 11 March - Fri 13 March : Year 7 Camp, Billabong Ranch Echuca

Thursday 12 March : Year 8 Summer Sport Competition Day

Mon 16 March - Fri 20 March : Harmony Week

Wed 18 March - Fri 27 March : Yr 1 & 2 (BW) Swimming Program

Thursday 19 March : Carranballac Curriculum Information Evening

Friday 20 March : Whole School Assembly

Friday 27 March : Last Day of Term 1 - 2pm Early Dismissal

Wed 29 Apr - Fri 1 May : Year 9 Surf Camp, Lorne
Please note that dates are correct at the time of printing. Changes may occur after 

printing.   For most up to date information see Compass School Manager.

VALUES
RESPECT
INCLUSIVENESS
RESILIENCE
INTEGRITY
RESPONSIBILITY

VISION
ONE COLLEGE,
INFINITE POSSIBILITIES,
WORKING TOGETHER,
EMBRACING THE 
FUTURE.

MISSION
OUR COLLEGE FOSTERS 
EXCELLENCE IN LIFE 
LONG LEARNERS 
WHO ARE RESILIENT,  
CONNECTED AND 
RESPECTFUL.
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Ensure your child doesn’t miss 
out - Student Event Consent 
& Payments via Compass
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A REFLECTION FROM COLLEGE DIRECTOR, 
BRENDAN O’BRIEN, ON THE EVENTS OF THE LAST 
FORTNIGHT AT CARRANBALLAC P-9 COLLEGE.

Dear parents and members of our Carranballac 
community,

Welcome to yet another informative newsletter.

We do hope you find these helpful in connecting with 
the College and the many, many positive activities and 
programs we undertake on behalf of your children.

May I mention that we would also like ALL families to 
be connected with COMPASS. This provides families 
with a direct link to numerous updates and streamlined 
processes.  If you need assistance with installing the 
COMPASS app please ask, and one of our skilled staff will 
be able to make time to sit with you or provide a phone 
consultation.  

I would like to congratulate the 70+ students (and also 
the parents who came along to watch) who participated 
in the after school/lunchtime sport programs this week. 
Special thanks also goes to our staff who planned and 
supported these important activities.  The interest and 
participation has been extremely rewarding in terms 
of being active, and the community connectedness is 
terrific! Keep up the good work everyone.

Once again our Parents & Friends Committee are off 
to an outstanding start for 2020. The Mondo collection 
was amazing with 808kg of products dropped off and 
collected. I attended the first P&F meeting at which 
there were a high number of new faces forming the new 
core committee. Given the increase in participation we 
can look forward to an extremely positive and productive 
year from our valued team and hopefully a lot of friends 
and good fun will take place along the journey. 

I am pleased to announce the membership of our 2020 
School Council:

Parent Members 
Matthew Nielsen 
Brad Broughton 
Chris Woods 
Valetta Johnston 
Rebecca Fountain 
Jessica Bulled 
Nicole Manitta 
Dolly Nyirenda

DET Members 
Brendan O’Brien 
Ros Myors 
Steven Montgomery 
Michael Villani 
Carolyn Huell

The election of our two 
student members is 
currently under way. On 
behalf of the Council I 
would like to acknowledge 
the wonderful work of our 
retiring Council members 
who have served the community: Ben Pollard and 
Susan Garbutt. Both Ben and Susan have contributed 
time, expertise and knowledge to a number of key 
areas on Council during their time and their valuable 
contributions will be missed. 

Finally it is with a sad heart that I officially announce 
my retirement from Carranballac P-9 College and the 
Teaching/Principal profession. I will be retiring at the end 
of the term after 30 years in the Principal class and 48 
years in the profession. My last five years at Carranballac 
have been nothing short of amazing. I have immersed 
myself into all levels of the community and have certainly 
developed a strong connection with Point Cook and 
especially the Carranballac P-9 College community. 

I have been strongly supported in a united quest to 
continuously build a better College; one that has a 
stronger and more positive culture, well respected in 
the wider community, set high benchmarks for academic 
standards, strengthened community connectedness and 
continues to have our children at the heart of all that we 
does. 

We have achieved a great deal and there will be more to 
achieve into the future. I feel confident that the College 
is in a wonderful position to continue it’s growth moving 
forward. We have the right School Council and College 
leadership team to facilitate this. I would like to wish 
each and every member of the College staff, the student 
body and the community all the best for a successful 
future.



Dear Parents,

First of all we would like to extend our thanks to all 
families for their attendance at our term 1 Student 
Learning Conferences.  We are pleased that our 
community has taken up the option of our online 
booking system, and have had  90% of booking 
times were filled. We cannot remind the community 
often enough how much we value the home/school 
relationship. It has been proven that by forging close 
relationships between the family and school, there is a 
direct and positive  impact on your child’s learning.  

The SLCs provide an opportunity for you to have input 
into your child’s Individual Learning Plan with your child’s 
teacher. If you were unable to make the SLCs you can still 
make contact with the school.

We have hit the ground running and our sports training 
program is now up and running.  Our staff have gone 
above and beyond to provide training for our students 
prior to competition days which will be occurring 
over the next few weeks for our secondary students. 
Working around staff commitments we have a program 
that is running at lunchtime and afterschool training.  

Encourage your child to attend all of these training 
sessions.  As well as building up skills and confidence, we 
are building team spirit and having a lot of fun as well!

Thank you to staff for their work with our year 8 and 9 
beach week. We were very fortunate with the ‘perfect’ 
beach weather by being on the bus prior to the storms 
roiling in. 

Our electives are up and running and feedback from the 
students is that the new model is working. Whilst new 
initiatives always take a little time to get used to, we 
thank the staff for their organisation and the students for 
their positive approach. Please ensure that all fees have 
been paid.

We’d also like to remind families that our photo day is 
next week! Information is being sent home. Ensure you 
have read everything.  As you can imagine, it is a big 
operation to get through hundreds of students, dozens 
of grades as well as our family groups, year 9 graduating 
group, and other various leadership groups. 

We trust that you enjoy what the next few weeks have to 
offer.    

A REFLECTION FROM JAMIESON WAY 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, STEVEN MONTGOMERY  
AND BOARDWALK PRINCIPAL, ROS MYORS, 
ON THE EVENTS OF THE LAST FORTNIGHT 
AT CARRANBALLAC P-9 COLLEGE.

ASSEMBLY
primary 

friday  21 february 2:15pm in your 
college gym -: families welcome



MUSIC MATTERS | MIK WEIR

Senior Rock Band Camp
Congratulations to the students who have 
successfully auditioned for our Senior Rock Band. 
As usual, we will be going to Rowallan Guide Camp 
in Riddles Creek to develop our set and build 
relationships between band members. We will 
also perform at Riddles Creek Primary on the final 
day. Compass consent forms have been distributed 
(along with a medication form) and the event is also 
online. The camp will run from Tuesday 24 March to 
Thursday 26 March (which is the final week of term 
1). 

Carranballac Musical Equipment for sale
The following items are no longer needed as part of 
our music program. They can be purchased by first 
contacting myself at to arrange inspection or pick 
up. Payments are made at our Boardwalk office. 
Please be sure you have looked the item up on line 
in order to understand what it is and its capabilities.

• 2 Power Pro HA4700 4 channel headphone 
amplifier $100 each

• 1 Power Pro MDX1600 Processor $75

• 2 Line 6 FBV Pedal board $175 each

• 1 Behringher V tone GM08 amplifier $30

• 1 Behringher AC108 amplifier $30

• 2 DBX2231 Graphic Equaliser / Limiter $250 each

• 1 Lexicon MX200 Reverb and FX unit $200

• 1 pair of Rocket 8 Studio Monitors (functioning, 
but need replacement bass cones on both) $50

• 2 Boss BDB30 Pedalboard $35 each

• 1 Hiwatt amp (needs repair, not currently 
working) $10

Marimba Bands
This year a marimba 
based band will 
begin with our 
Year 6 students. Selection for the bands will be via 
invitation, in consultation with classroom music 
teachers. The bands will rehearse at luncthimes. A 
Boardwalk band has begun work and will perform 
(after 2 rehearsals!) at Primary Assembly this 
Friday. The Jamieson Way band will begin in the 
near future. Marimba’s are African based tuned 
percussion instruments and were the focus of our 
F-5 Concerts last year.

mailto:weir.mik%40carranballac.vic.edu.au?subject=Music%20Equipment%20Purchase


Our BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) ICT 
Program encourages families with students 
in Years 5 to 6, and expects students in 
Year 7 - 9 to provide their own personal 
laptop devices they can use at home and at 
school. 

When making this decision we strongly 
recommend the device meets the following 
specifications:

Processor: Intel i3 (minimum) 
RAM: 4GB RAM (minimum) 
Hard Drive: 128 GB (SSD encouraged) 
Display Size: 11” minimum 
Operating System: Windows (Windows Pro 
would be preferable but not necessary) 
Battery Life: Minimum 6 hrs (students 
must leave chargers at home, and cannot 
charge laptops at school)

It is advisable that families steer away 
from Chromebooks, as these devices are 
not compatible with Microsoft Office 
suite of programs.  iPads are a great tool, 
however students also experience reduced 
capability.

Carranballac P-9 College supplies Students 
in Years 5-9 and all Classroom Teachers 
with free access to the Microsoft Office 

365 Suite including OneDrive (online cloud 
storage). You will not need to purchase this 
software with your computer.

Students will be encouraged to bring 
their laptop devices to school each day to 
support their learning in the classroom. 
When bringing the device to school for the 
first time, our technicians will connect 
them to our Department of Education 
Wireless Internet service. Students will 
be required to sign an ICT Acceptable 
Use Agreement in line with College 
expectations, with Parents reading and 
signing the document to support students 
and the College.

Having access to their own computers at 
all times will enable students to continue 
to work on learning tasks and complete 
homework tasks at home.

Monitored ICT devices are valuable tools 
that provide useful skills to support class 
work, research curriculum resources 
and enable teachers to track classroom 
progress through Compass. This will 
also prepare our students for the digital 
landscape ahead of them.

Student Laptops and BYOD
BRING 

YOUR 
OWN 
DEVICE

Families with students in Year 5 & 6 are encouraged to 
provide their own personal laptop device. 

In Yr 7, 8 & 9 it is expected that students have their 
own Laptop to benefit school work in the classroom 
and at home.  Students receive free access to the 
Microsoft Office Suite, and WIFI access at school for 

classwork and research.



Support for parents and carers who have a child with a disability or 
developmental delay from birth–18 years of age. 

What the Strengthening Parents Support Program offers: 

• Opportunities for parents to connect with other families in their local community on a regular basis 
for mutual support 

• Support and guidance to begin a parent support group 
• Information sessions that support parents in their role to self-advocate 
• Quarterly ‘Parent to Parent West’ newsletter, informing the community in the West what is 

happening in the disability and inclusion sector  
• One to one support for specific issues as they arise  

Who is eligible? 

The program is targeted towards parents/carers of a child with a disability or global developmental delay 
from birth to 18 years who live in the Victorian local government areas of: 

• City of Melbourne 
• Maribyrnong 
• Moonee Valley 
• Brimbank 
• Melton 
• Hobsons Bay 
• Wyndham 

Supported 
Playgroups 

Want to know more? 
(03) 9680 8444 SPSP@mackillop.org.au 

Strengthening 
Parents Support 

Program 

 (SPSP) 



Term 1 Treetop Savers rewards
When your child makes 10 deposits with School Banking, 
they can redeem one of our Treetop Savers rewards.  
Term 1 rewards are available now, while stocks last.

Terry Denton’s 
Activity Book

Mini 
Soccer Ball

School Banking newsletter.
CommBank Bushfire Support
In light of the recent devastating bushfires, we want to share how we can help. Applications 
are now open for Bushfire Recovery Grants to help rebuild community facilities, schools, fire 
brigades and replace lost or damaged equipment. Please encourage your local community 
groups to apply by 31 March 2020, for grants of up to $50,000. If you’re a CommBank  
customer and you’ve been affected, we can also give you a hand with your finances.  
commbank.com.au/bushfirerecovery

Term 1 update.

Any questions about the School Banking program? Ask your School Banking Co-ordinator for a 
parent’s pack or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

*Parents of Australian primary school children, School Banking Research, conducted by Fiftyfive5, May-June 2018.  
Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124

Answer: Activity 1: $18. Activity 2: 10 Frogs and 11  Butterflies

2020 Treetop Savers Adventure.
This year, the Dollarmites (Pru, Addy, Spen, Lucas 
and Pat) are ready to take children on a Treetop 
Savers adventure to the enchanted Treehouse of 
Savings. Here they’ll discover lots of fun financial 
activities and rewards for saving. 

Many surveyed parents think it’s important to make 
learning about money engaging and to reward good 
saving behaviour*. And this year, we’re changing 
our School Banking rewards for the better. We’re 
introducing new eco-friendly and reusable rewards, 
alongside other rewards that encourage creativity,  
as well as indoor and outdoor play.

Activity 1: Add up Addy’s pocket money

Addy gets $2 pocket money every time she 
does a job in the Treehouse of Savings. If she 
does 9 jobs, how much will she have earned?

A: $______.

Activity 2: Find and count how many frogs 
and butterflies you can see

A: ______ Frogs and ______ Butterflies.

SCHOOL 
BANKING 
EVERY 
FRIDAY



 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2019, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2020 or you 
did not apply in 2019. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2020. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

 
 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

